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HANNIBAL did not follow up Scipio, "but marched two days up tlie Po, crossed
it, moved unopposed through, the defile of Stradella, camped below Placentia,
and offered Scipio "battle. The wounded consul could not accept the gage. Tiie
Roman senate, appalled at this first defeat, ordered the consul Sempronius from
Sicily to reinforce Scipio. Hannibal was in position to head him off, for lie lay
on the direct road between Plaeentia and Ariminum, by which Sempronius would
hare to march. Scipio was awkwardly placed, and was threatened by a general
insurrection of the neighboring Gauls. He moved out of his Plaeentia camp,
across and up the Trebia, and built a stationary camp on the borders of the
river. His object is not very clear, as his manoeuvre did not cut Hannibal's
communications with the upper Po. For, having moved his camp nearer
Scipio's, the Carthaginian general was able to capture Clastidium, beyond the
Stradella Pass, and from it draw large supplies of rations. But this gain was
coupled with a loss. Sempronius in some manner avoided Hannibal's watchful-
ness, slipped round his flank, and joined his colleague in his camp on the Trelbia.
Hannibal had now no alternative but to fight both consuls, and set about luring-
Sempronius, whose rashness he well knew, into a pitched battle on unequal
terms, before Scipio should recover from his wound.

HANNIBAL, one of whose marked characteristics was to
look coolly and prudently at a success accomplished, was wise
enough not to follow too far the retreat of the Roman army,
and perhaps have to force a passage across the Padus, in their
teeth. He sent a force in pursuit, which captured the Roman,
garrison of six hundred men at the bridgehead at the Padus ;
or, as we may infer from some of the authorities, the force
holding the bridgehead at the Ticinus.

The bridge on the Po had been broken down on Scipio's
retreat. Coelius Antipater relates that Mago, with the cav-
alry and the Spanish infantry, at once swam the Po, wMLeflowing is substantially his account.
